Speaker
Profiles

Steve Alton

Nick Arron

In addition to his role as CEO of the
BII, Steve also sits on the boards of
the Skills and Education Group, and
Best Bar None..

Nick is Solicitor and lead Partner in
Poppleston Allen’s gambling team,
having responsibility for operating,
personal and premises licences
under the Gambling Act 2005.

British Institute of
Innkeeping

Poppleston Allen
Solicitors

Nick acts for a wide variety of leisure
operators from large corporations to
single site operators, including
bookmakers, bingo operators, family
entertainment centre and adult
gaming centre arcades, clubs and
gaming machine manufacturers and
suppliers. His clients are from the
terrestrial land-based sector and online gambling world and Nick has
particular expertise with web-based
operations.

He is part of the advisory board for
the industry charity ‘Only a
Pavement Away’ which helps
vulnerable people who have
experienced or are at risk of
homelessness including, ex-service
personnel and ex-offenders, into
long-term stable employment
within the hospitality industry.
In rural Derbyshire, Steve lives in a
village on the edge of the Peak
District. He is the Chair of
Governors at his local primary
school, and a Trustee of the village
hall, where he becomes licensee of
the bar for community events.

He advises major leisure companies
including: Game Nation, Power
Leisure Bookmakers Ltd t/a Paddy
Power, The Bingo Association, Bandai
Namco Amusement Europe Ltd,
Bourne Leisure Ltd, including Butlins,
Haven and Warner Holidays, Crown
Leisure Ltd, Namco UK Ltd, The
National Bingo Game Association,
Nikolas Shaw Ltd t/a Opera House
Casino, Palatial Leisure Ltd, Park
Holidays UK Ltd, Parkdean Resorts UK
Ltd, and Shua Ltd t/a Bongo’s
Bingo. Nick also advises The
Gauselmann Group, one of the
largest gambling operators in Europe.

In 2019, he signed up for ‘Pedalling
for Pubs’, an endurance cycling
challenge which should have taken
place in Jordan last June to raise
money for the Licensed Trade
Charity and Only a Pavement Away.
The intention is for the event to go
ahead once Covid allows, so Steve
has continued his training regime,
but often ends up supporting a local
pub at the end of his rides.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Michelle Bignell

Jane Blade

Michelle is Service Leader
(Licensing) at Publica Group Ltd.

Jane Blade has over 30 years’
experience in local authority
licensing. She was Chair of the
Institute of Licensing London
Region from 2010 to 2016 and
was a member of the Institute’s
Alcohol and Entertainment
consultation group. Jane has had
several articles published in the
Institute of Licensing Journal and
she worked with the Better
Regulation Delivery Office on
developing a Core Competency
Framework for licensing
practitioners. She was awarded
the Jeremy Allen Award for
Excellence in Licensing in 2015.
Jane has worked in the Gambling
Commission’s Compliance team
for the last five years, where she
has built up a wealth of
experience in regulating all
sectors of the gambling industry.
She has a special interest in safer
gambling and lotteries. When not
working, Jane enjoys nature
conservation, birdwatching,
behavioural economics, and
visiting heritage railways.

Publica Group

Gambling Commission

A licensing specialist with 17
years service within local
government, and currently
responsible for leading a team
within a shared partnership
working across 3 large rural
Districts and aligning processes,
policies, templates and
enforcement
Michelle is a Regional Officer for
the IoL’s South West Region.
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Neil Brooks

Chill Out Sound
Support

Jules Bradburn

Neil formed Chill Out Sound
Support (COSS), a safer
clubbing/drug awareness project in
1997.

Jules is a Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Legal Executives and
holds a judicial post in the First
Tier Tribunal. A former Licensing
Manager at South Somerset
District Council and Taunton
Deane Borough Council Jules
regularly delivers training on
different aspects licensing
practice for the Institute of
Licensing. Jules specialises in
caravan site licensing, animal
licensing and skin piercing
activities and has specialist
knowledge in the events industry,
especially outdoor events and
festivals.

The project set up chill out rooms in
nightclubs, providing drug
awareness information and trained
staff, helping venue staff and
clubbers in Nottingham.
After 23 years of being part of the
NHS, Neil left in August 2021 to
develop COSS as an independent,
national, service.
Neil has presented at many events,
notably the Club Health conferences
in Slovenia, Ibiza and Dublin, and at
the last two Institute of Licensing
National Conferences.
COSS have won national awards for
their Cocaethylene and Ketamine
leaflets and had input into the first
Home Office "Safer Clubbing
Guidelines".

Jules wrote the animal welfare
course content with Linda
utilising their years of experience
in animal licensing and using the
very best examples of good
practice in the industry the
course is written by licensing
officers for licensing officers.

Neil is committed to supporting
venues and clubbers to stay as safe
as possible. He gives training to club
staff on new drugs trends, keeping
at the forefront with information
from, and to, clubbers, providing
relevant information and campaigns
for the night-time economy.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Chris Bulaitis

Graham Burgin

Chris Bulaitis. Managing founder
and CEO of Ever So Sensible
Restaurants. Employing a team of
around 200 people.

Graham’s teenage fascination with
horse racing and betting odds has led
to a career in the gambling
sector. He spent over 10 years
working in retail betting with one of
the national operators and thereafter
joined the Gambling Commission in
2007.

Ever So Sensible

Gambling Commission

Forty years in hospitality. Career
includes a variety of large
companies gaining vast and varied
experience and responsibility.
Including Bingo Halls for Mecca
Leisure; roadside catering with
Forte with Little Chef and Travel
Lodge; food development for Allied
Domecq; Pub brand development
for M&B including joint ventures
with the Ministry of Sound and
other night club operators.

His responsibilities within the
Compliance team included
completing assessments of operators
and supporting licensing authorities
in carrying out their own
responsibilities – such as
enforcement activity against
unlicensed operators and premises,
completing joint visits and taking
part in age verification tests of
licensed gambling premises.

Set up the Ever So Sensible Group in
2001, initially with a late license bar
brand Dogma based in Nottingham,
Reading, Coventry, Lincoln, Sheffield
& Huddersfield. Now prefers to go
to bed earlier and runs a group of
food led pub business, French style
bistros, a hotel and a burgeoning
food production business, planning
to add a further three sites in the
next 6 months and continuing
growing and diversifying,

More recently, he has used his
betting knowledge within the
Commission’s Insight team. This has
included chairing an internal working
group that considers the impact of
the B2 gaming machine stake cut on
the retail betting and wider gambling
markets and what regulatory action
is required to mitigate the risks to
the licensing objectives that have
emerged as a result of the changes.
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James Button, CIoL

Rob Burkitt

James Button & Co
Solicitors

Gambling Commission

Jim is a solicitor and runs his own
niche practice, specialising in
licensing, environmental health,
public health, criminal investigations
and prosecutions and human rights.
As a former local authority, he has a
wealth of experience advising and
representing Councils, as well as the
licensed trades.

Rob is lead for Shared Regulation
and Better Regulation at the
Gambling Commission.

He is a well-known speaker and
trainer and is the author of “Button
on Taxis: Licensing Law and Practice”,
as well as the author and contributor
to other publications. He is a
Consulting Editor for “Licensing
Review” and writes regularly for the
“Journal of Licensing”.
In 1996 Jim was a Founder of the
Local Government Licensing Forum
(LGLF), and chair until 2003, when it
became the Institute of Licensing. He
was IoL Chair until 2004, and then
President. In 2012 he was honoured
by the Institute when he was made a
Companion.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Linda Cannon,

Josef Cannon

Licensing Consultancy
Services

Cornerstone Barristers

Josef is a graduate of Kings College,
London, and was called to the Bar by
Lincoln's Inn in 2002.

Linda enjoyed a 28-year long
career in Local Government,
specialising first in Environmental
Health & Licensing and then
heading up a bespoke Licensing
Service from 2003 with the
implementation of the Licensing
Act 2003. She later managed a
shared service Licensing team
across 2 Hampshire Authorities
responsible for almost all of the
Local Authority Licensing regimes.

He is ranked as a Band 1 Junior by
Chambers & Partners 2020, where he
is described as “a rising star in
licensing and is comfortable either
promoting or opposing applications”.
Josef has experience of regulatory
work (including significant
experience prosecuting and
defending environmental matters)
and continues to be instructed by
those involved in residential landlord
and tenant disputes.

Linda is also the Regional Director
for the SE Region of the IoL and
supports many of the topical IoL
working groups. In 2017 Linda
made the bold step to pursue a
new self-employed career as a
Licensing Consultant and trainer
working for businesses and Local
Authorities.

Josef graduated in 2017 from the
accredited mediation course at
Regents University. . He mediates all
forms of dispute but has particular
expertise in the fields of planning,
licensing and the public sector,
where he is able to bring to bear his
knowledge of those fields from his
practice at the Bar. He committed to
increasing the number of disputes
that are settled via mediation.
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Leo
Charalambides,

Phillipe Chiarella

Francis Taylor Building
and Kings Chambers

Safer Business Network

Recommended in Chambers and
Partners, Leo is “Known" for his
expertise in advising local
authorities on all licensing issues,
and for niche specialisations in the
spheres of garage forecourt and
sexual entertainment venue
licensing”.

Phillipe is Programme and
Training Manager for Safer
Business Network, responsible for
taking the good practice
developed locally to the wider
London business community,
working across the day and nighttime economy. In this role he
supports and drive the reduction
of business crime and violence in
the capital, helping to improve
consistency of delivery around
information sharing, partnership
working and upskilling through an
agreed set of standards.

Leo’s licensing practice has
developed to include wider aspects
of associated Local Government
Law. He has advised on issues
relating to local government
constitutional arrangements, fees
and most recently contributed to
the successful adoption and
development of a scheme for the
licensing of Street Entertainment
and Buskers within the London
Borough of Camden.
Leo is Editor of the Institute of
Licensing’s Journal of Licensing. In
2012 Leo’s contribution to licensing
law and practice was recognised by
the Institute of Licensing who made
him a Fellow..

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Rowan Clapp

Sarah Clover

Cornerstone Barristers

Kings Chambers

Sarah Clover is one of the leading
barristers in the country in
Licensing, acting for a wide range
of clients. She has been involved
in some of the most important
cases in the last decade and is a
pioneer in the modern licensing
regime. She sits on the Boards of
a number of organisations and
advises Government
Departments on different
licensing issues. She is nationally
recognised as an expert in this
field, and particularly in the crossover between licensing and
planning law.

Rowan joined Cornerstone
Barristers as a tenant in October
2019. He is developing a broad
practice across all areas of
Chambers' work, including Public
Law & Judicial Review, Planning &
Environmental Law, Housing Law,
Information Law, Licensing and
Commercial & Regulatory Law.

Sarah was the Specialist Adviser
to the House of Lords Select
Committee on the Licensing Act
2003 from June 2016 to March
2017. Sarah is Chair of the West
Midlands Region of the Institute
of Licensing.
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Daniel Davies

Jon Collins

IoL Chairman and
Rockpoint Leisure CEO

CGA

As a Merseyside-based entrepreneur,
Daniel is the CEO of Rockpoint
Leisure, and former CEO and founder
of CPL Training Group.

Jon has been at the heart of
CGA’s work for well over a
decade, originally serving as Chief
Executive of the UK business for
11 years and then President of
Nielsen CGA in the USA for 2.

Under Dan’s leadership, CPL Training
Group grew into one of the most
trusted brands in the market,
delivering a broad range of services,
from face-to-face training to licensing
applications.

He has grown the business from a
specialist in pub data collection to
an international insight and
consultancy business that covers
the full spectrum of the eating
and drinking out industry. He has
been the driving force behind
new CGA services such as our On
Premise Measurement tool.

Following the sale of CPL Online in
early 2018 and CPL Training in May
2019, Dan embarked on a new
business venture ‘Rockpoint
Leisure’. It is through this vehicle
that he is breathing new life into his
local coastal community in New
Brighton, Wirral through a private
sector-led, regeneration scheme.

Jon stepped down from day-today management to re-engage in
local and national GB politics and
policy and he supports CGA’s
strategic initiatives in a
consultancy capacity.

In February 2015 Dan became
Chairman of the IoL succeeding Jon
Collins. He also sits on the Council
and House Committees of
UKHospitality.

Jon is Director of the Institute of
Licensing and was formally
National Chairman.

Dan is an active member of Amnesty
International and is passionate about
animal welfare.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Olivia Davies

Dave Daycock

Cornerstone Barristers

Iscoed Chambers

David became a Solicitor in 1992 and
progressed to Head of Legal Services
and Monitoring Officer, managing a
large team of over 50 Solicitors and
Barristers.

Olivia joined Cornerstone
Barristers as a tenant in October
2020 after successful completion
of pupillage. She is developing a
broad practice in all of Chambers’
specialisms and welcomes
instructions in all areas of
licensing law. Recent licensing
instructions include advising a
local authority on settlement of
an appeal against its refusal of a
variation application and advising
an appellant on prospects of
success of a variation application.

During his career in local government,
David was Vice Chairman of Legal
Wales, Vice Chairman of the IoL and
Chair of ACSeS Wales. He transferred
back to the Bar and joined Iscoed
Chambers in 2011.
David has considerable experience in
all aspects of public law, Including
corporate governance, probity issues,
committee clerking and general local
government administration. He has a
strong background in regulatory
enforcement and prosecutions,
licensing, employment, planning and
election law and the law relating to
town and community councils. He is
an experienced lecturer and trainer
and has been a regular speaker at the
IoL Annual Conference and other
events. He provides training for the
CIEH and the LGA.

Before coming to the Bar, Olivia
had both private and public
sector legal experience. In the
private sector, Olivia worked in
the Brussels office of an
international law firm. In the
public sector, Olivia has worked as
a Legal Intern at the Competition
& Markets Authority, and as a
Research Assistant at the Law
Commission.
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Jonathan Ekins

Andy Eaton

North
Northamptonshire
Council

Wealden and Rother
District Councils

Currently the Deputy Legal
Services Manager for the
Wealden & Rother District
Council’s Shared Legal Service on
the Sussex Riviera, Andy has
amassed a huge amount of
licensing experience whilst
working for Trafford MBC in the
90’s, and for several Councils in
Sussex over the last 19 years.

Jonathan is Licensing and Appeals
Committee Chairman at North
Northamptonshire Council.
North Northamptonshire is a new
unitary authority area forming part
of the ceremonial county of
Northamptonshire, England,
created in 2021.
The largest towns in the area are
Kettering, Corby, Wellingborough,
Rushden, Desborough, Rothwell,
Irthlingborough, Thrapston and
Oundle, plus a number of other
towns and villages. The council is
based in Corby.

Andy pioneered the development
of the unique Penalty Point
scheme for licensed drivers and
operators since his time in
Manchester and believes that the
scheme offers an excellent
method for Officers and Members
to monitor driver conduct
following the grant of the licence.
He was appointed a Fellow of the
Institute of Licensing in 2017 for
his outstanding contribution to
the field of licensing.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Dr Sam Fowles

John Garforth JP

Cornerstone Barristers

Oldham Council

Sam has provided legal and policy
advice at all levels of government.

John has worked in Local
Government since 1990 starting
off in the Courts Service
managing, amongst other things,
enforcement and licensing before
transferring to Oldham Council in
2004.

He applies this experience to
provide clients with highly practical
advice and representation. He is
developing a broad practice in all
areas of Chambers' work, with a
particular interest in Planning and
Environmental law, FoI and Data
Protection, and Public and
Constitutional Law. He has
experience (unled) in the High
Court, Crown Court, County Court,
and Magistrates Court.

John was NW Regional Director
from 2007 – 2013 and re-joined
the Board again in 2016. In
February 2021 he was appointed
a Vice Chairman of the Institute.
He currently manages a team of
professional Officers at Oldham
covering Licensing, Trading
Standards and Animal Welfare.

Sam applies his background in
public policy, social
entrepreneurship, and academia to
connect with clients from all
backgrounds, and has advised on
numerous pieces of legislation. He
has first-hand experience of running
a range of public sector
organisations; sitting on the boards
of a leading university, major publicsector body, and grassroots political
campaign.

John sits on the LGA Licensing
Forum and Chairs the Greater
Manchester Licensing Network
and is often called upon to speak
at events. He has been a
Magistrate in Greater Manchester
since 2019.
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Gerald Gouriet
QC

Saskia Garner

Francis Taylor Building

Suzy Lamplugh Trust

Gerald’s licensing practice is
principally in alcohol &
entertainment, taxi and gambling
licensing. He appears at firstinstance before licensing
committees and magistrates’ courts
throughout England and Wales,
before licensing boards in Scotland,
and also at Gambling Commission
panel hearings. On appeal he
appears before the First and Second
Tier Tribunals, the High Court and
the Court of Appeal.

Suzy Lamplugh Trust is the UK’s
personal safety charity and has
delivered personal safety and lone
worker training for 30 years,
following the disappearance of 25year-old estate agent Suzy
Lamplugh.
Saskia is the Policy Officer for
Personal Safety at the Suzy
Lamplugh Trust and works on a
wide range of personal safety issues
including taxis and mini-cabs, lone
working and online dating.

Gerald acts for the London Taxi
Drivers Association (LDTA) and was
heavily involved in its ongoing
objections to the renewal of Uber’s
London licence. In addition, he has
recently advised and appeared for a
number of taxi and PHV trade
organisations throughout England,
as well as individual licensed drivers
and operators in appeals against
regulatory action taken by
committees of local authorities.

Her work covers research and policy
advocacy as well as organising
National Personal Safety Day. Saskia
has represented Suzy Lamplugh
Trust on the Task and Finish Group
on Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle
licensing and continues to advocate
for recommendations set out in the
Trust’s report launched in January
entitled ‘Steering towards safer taxi
and private hire licensing’.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Ellie Greenwood

Ian Graham

Metropolitan Police

Local Government
Association

Ian joined the Metropolitan Police
in 1989 and initially worked at
Rochester Row police

Ellie Greenwood, Senior Adviser
(Community safety and regulation),
Local Government Association

Station dealing with traffic
misdemeanours. He moved to the
Metropolitan Police central
licensing unit in 1993.

After spending the first part of her
career working at the newly established
Electoral Commission, Ellie joined a
small strategy consultancy working
primarily with local government,
undertaking projects in ICT, customer
contact and adult social care. In 2007,
she moved to the Local Government
Association where she has previously
undertaken a senior policy role in local
government finance (including
managing the development of spending
review submissions and the sector’s
response to the 2008 Icelandic banks
crisis) and a programme manager role
in the organisation’s productivity
programme (launching a large-scale
adult social care efficiency
programme). Since September 2013,
she has worked in the safer
communities team, covering a range of
issues including regulatory services,
community cohesion, modern slavery
and civil resilience.

Ian has been involved in many
DCMS and Home Office advisory
groups and sits on the Local
Government Association licensing
group. He represents NPCC at the
National Pubwatch and Institute of
Licensing groups.
He has been a licensing advisor to
the NPCC licensing and alcohol
harm reduction portfolio lead for
over 12 years and currently cochairs the NPCC licensing group.
Ian retains a proactive element to
his work and regularly undertakes
licensed premises visits with
colleagues and can normally be
found scrutinising a premises
licence and trying to understand the
conditions.
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Christopher
Grunert

Andy Grimsey

John Gaunt & Partners

Poppleston Allen

Chris is a Partner at the top
ranked law firm John Gaunt &
Partners specialising in alcohol,
gaming, sexual entertainment and
taxi law. Due to his experience
and skill, he is recognised as a
next generation Partner in the
Legal 500, being described as a
“power partner”.

Andy Grimsey has been a
licensing lawyer for over 17 years
and has appeared at hearings in
over 100 different licensing
authorities. He co-wrote the Live
Music Act 2012, was a member of
the Government’s Live Music
Special Guidance and
Entertainment Licensing Reform
Technical Groups and was heavily
involved in re-drafting the
Regulated Entertainment chapter
of the Statutory Guidance. Andy
wrote the chapter on Premises
Licences in Philip Kolvin QC’s
Licensed Premises: Law, Practice
and Policy (Second Edition) and is
the Editor of Poppleston Allen’s
legal column in the Morning
Advertiser.

His ability to handle complex
cases and to intercede at short
notice in times of crisis has seen
him represent a number of the
firm’s clients in many Closure
proceedings and Review
applications.
Chris also appears regularly in
Scotland and has appeared
before over 20 Scottish Licensing
Boards.
As part of the firm’s training team
Chris regularly, teaches the APLH,
ALP (alcohol) and ALP (Gaming)
and SCPLH in Scotland.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Kate Harris

Jade Hall

Department for
Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy

Local Government
Association

Jade is a Policy Adviser in the
LGA’s safer and stronger
communities team and focuses
on licensing policy and tackling
modern slavery. She previously
worked in the LGA’s public affairs
team, where she focused on
raising the LGA’s parliamentary
profile and lobbying on
community safety and health and
social care issues.

Kate currently works as a
Regulatory Delivery Manager in
the Local Delivery Team at the
Office for Products Safety and
Standards (OPSS). Kate has a
background in environmental and
public health and spent the
beginning of her career working
for a number of London
boroughs, largely in East London.
Kate delivered the primary
authority relationship role
working with Sainsbury’s, and as
a policy advisor to the FSA, before
joining OPSS at the end of 2019.
Kate is passionate about public
health and the work that local
authorities do, as well as lifelong
learning – she is currently
studying for an MBA via a workbased apprenticeship.
Kate is a mum of toddler twins
and outside of work, these boys
are her complete focus.
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Penny Hefferan
& Questa
Guide Dogs

Lord Smith of
Hindhead CBE
Philip Smith joined the Association of
Conservative Clubs (ACC) in 1987
becoming Secretary/Chief Executive in
1999. In addition to his role with the
ACC, he is a Treasurer of the
Conservative Party and Chairman of
the National Conservative Draws
Society in addition to holding other
Party positions. He is Chairman of the
Committee of Registered Clubs’
Associations (CORCA) and the author
of Club Law and Management,
published in 2008 (revised 2020) and
Questions & Answers on Club Law &
Management, published in 2017.

Penny has worked for Guide Dogs
for the past nine years, initially as
a Volunteer Consultant and
currently as a Service User voice
Officer within the Campaigns
team.
A key part of her work involves
speaking with service users to
ensure that Guide Dogs fully
understands the different
challenges they face on a daily
basis, and their experiences are
used to inform campaigns
activities and other aspects of the
organisation's work.

He is a Party Whip in the House of
Lords and has served on several Select
Committees including the Review of
the Licensing Act 2003 Select
Committee 2016/17. He is currently
serving on three Lords Committees.
He is a Vice Chairman of the All Party
Parliamentary Beer Group and Joint
Chairman of the All Party
Parliamentary Clubs Group.

As a guide dog owner herself,
Penny has direct experience of
Taxi and PHV refusals, and her
work with other guide dog
owners means she has a real
appreciation of the impact the
experience has on people's
confidence and independence.

Philip was appointed Chairman of Best
Bar None in June 2017.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Adam Hodges

Charles Holland

GameNation

Francis Taylor Building

Adam has spent his 36-year
career in the Gaming and Family
Entertainment business,
beginning as a Shop Manager for
Ladbroke Racing Ltd. He worked
for Ladbrokes for 11 years in
Operations before moving to Bass
Leisure Machine Services(BLMS),
which through various ownership
changes was later known as
Leisure Link and Inspired Gaming
Ltd. His career progressed
through various Senior roles in
Operations and Sales, until he
became Managing Director of the
Leisure Division for Inspired
Gaming Ltd, which later led him
to complete a Management
Buyout of this business in 2013,
backed by Private Equity and
Banks and forming PlayNation.

Charles is a barrister who
combines a chancery and
commercial practice with
licensing and local authority law
specialisations. He is a member of
the licensing team at Francis
Taylor Building, as well as
practising from the leading NorthEast set Trinity Chambers. He is a
Consulting Editor of Paterson’s
Licensing Acts, a Deputy Editor of
the Journal of Licensing, and
writes on legal matters for The
Spectator.

Adam exited this business in 2015
after selling to the International
Gaming Company , Novomatic
Ltd.
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Gareth Hughes

Gordon Hunter

Keystone Law

Edinburgh City Council

Gareth is a skilled barrister who
acts for an impressive portfolio of
clients in the hospitality and
entertainment sectors on both
licensing and planning matters.
He regularly acts as an advocate
on behalf of clients before
licensing committees all over the
country and on appeal to the
Magistrates’ Court, having dealt
with cases right up to the Court of
Appeal and the House of Lords on
major points of law.

Gordon served with Lothians
Borders Police for 33 years before
retiring in 2012, as the officer in
charge of the Force Licensing
team.
Following a short period with
Scottish government Gordon
joined the City of Edinburgh
Council as a policy / regulatory
officer. He is currently the Acting
Chair of the Institute of Licensing
Scotland Region.

With over 25 years’ experience
acting for many of the leading
companies and individuals in the
hospitality sector he has built up
a significant network of
relationships with elected
councillors, council officers and
police as well as residents groups
particularly in the City of
Westminster. Gareth also has
experience acting for local
authorities, the police and
residents.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Mike Kill

Mark Hyde

Night Time Industries
Association

Drinkaware

Mark joined drinkaware in June
2021 with a remit to take the
message of the drinkaware trust
to a wider audience focusing on
Business to Business and
engaging with a range of partners
and potential partners to build
new opportunities and
programmes.

Michael has worked within
Licensed Trade / Hospitality
sector for over 25 years. Working
from grassroots upwards
spending the last 10 years
working at Executive level for
many business portfolios, ranging
from Electric Music Festivals and
Events Operator / Universities
Director of Social Enterprise /
Smaller NTE Business groups /
and as an independent venue
operator. His current role as Chief
Executive of the Night Time
Industries Association throws his
vast experience around effecting
change within the Night Time
Economy, working on both
political and cultural initiatives
focused on creating a sustainable
eco-system for a range of
businesses in support of our
cultural spaces across the UK.

He is a Senior Executive with over
35 years of leading organisations
including a Chamber of
Commerce, National Skills
Academy for Sport and Active
Leisure and as founder of a
rewards and incentive business.
Mark is committed to a
programme of partnerships,
innovation and increasing the
profile of the work drinkaware
and it many associated partners
deliver
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Rita King

Philip Kolvin QC

Rita joined Safer Business Network as
Interim Chief Executive in November
2019 and was appointed Joint Chief
Executive alongside her colleague
Hannah Wadey in September
2020. She has contributed to the
ongoing growth of SBN, which has
increased its number of partnerships
from four London Boroughs to eleven
over the past eighteen months and
has recently led on a scoping exercise
for the Greater London Authority and
MOPAC on the Women's Night Safety
Charter, which was originally
launched by the Night Czar in 2018.

Philip Kolvin QC (Licensing
Barrister, 11 KBW) acts for the
leading names in leisure in the
UK.

Safer Business Network

11 Kings Bench Walk

His practice spans all fields of
licensing, including alcohol and
entertainment, gambling, sexual
entertainment, taxis, sport and
the security industry. He acts
across the board for national and
independent operators, national
regulators, local authorities and
local residents and community
groups.

Prior to joining SBN, Rita worked in
the drinks and hospitality sectors for
23 years. She was Deputy Director of
Pub & Leisure at the British Beer and
Pub Association before joining the
Portman Group as Local Partnerships
Director. She has longstanding
experience of policy, public affairs
and corporate social responsibility in
relation to the night-time economy
and alcohol policy. She also runs her
own consultancy business.

He is Patron of the Institute of
Licensing, a board member of the
Sports Grounds Safety Authority
and an Associate Fellow of
Westminster University’s Centre
for Law, Society and Popular
Culture. He is also a Recorder of
the Crown Court, sitting as a
Judge in jury trials in the Crown
Court on a part-time basis.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Louis Krog

David Lawrie

Louis is Licensing Team Leader at
Cheltenham Borough Council
with over 10 years’ experience in
Local Government licensing and
regulatory services.

David is a former taxi driver, a
former chair of a taxi association,
current director of the NPHTA and
of Safe Systems CCTV Ltd. He is a
qualified mechanic, auto
electrician, in vehicle installations
engineer and a member of the
Institute of Licensing.

Cheltenham Borough
Council

National Private Hire
and Taxi Association

Louis also the National
Communications Officer for the
Institute of Licensing taking the
lead on news publishing news
stories and the Licensing Flashes.

With an in-depth knowledge and
understanding of licensing,
vehicles, legislation, construction
and use regulations, ICO
regulations and real-world taxi
and private hire experience, he is
able mediate effectively between
licensing and licensees.
The Covid 19 pandemic prompted
him to diversify and adapt
including assessing protective
measures and assisting in the
development of new products
and initiatives in order to support
covid safety within the industry.
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Matt Lewin

Lutz Leichsenring

Cornerstone Barristers

VibeLab

Matt practices in all areas of
licensing, with a particular focus on
premises and taxi licensing. His
clients include licensing
authorities, music festival
promoters, nightclubs and the
police. Matt acts as legal adviser to
Licensing Committees and provides
training for councillors and officers.

Lutz Leichsenring is a partner at
VibeLab, a nighttime consultancy
agency based in Amsterdam,
Berlin and Sydney and spokesman
of Berlin's Clubcommission.
In 2017, Lutz launched the
Creative Footprint, a project to
measure, compare, and advocate
for creative spaces in urban areas
worldwide, like Berlin, New York
and Tokyo.

He is a regular speaker at IoL events
and has recently given talks on drug
testing, immigration offences,
minimum unit pricing of
alcohol and a perennial favourite,
Uber.

During the Covid-19 crisis, he
initiated "United We Stream", a
global music streaming platform
and donation campaign to
support and create awareness
about club culture affected by the
epidemic.

He is a regular contributor to the
Journal of Licensing and coauthored an article with Professor
Fiona Measham and Dr Henry
Fisher for the November 2018 issue
on “Multi-Agency Safety Testing”.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Professor Roy
Light

David Lucas

St John’s Chambers

Lucas Licensing

David is a specialist in gambling,
alcohol and entertainment licensing.

Roy is a specialist licensing
barrister. He acts for local
authorities, police forces,
independent operators and public
corporations throughout England
and Wales. His practice covers all
areas of licensing. Consistently
recommended in the leading legal
directories he is highly rated for
his legal knowledge, advocacy
and advice.

He has previously represented
operators of alcohol, entertainment
and gambling premises in Great
Britain. He has also advised
responsible authorities and licensing
authorities, including acting as legal
advisor to licensing committees.
David provides training to operators,
licensing authorities and responsible
authorities on all aspects of licensing
and gambling including specialist
areas such as compliance, conditions,
hearings and appeals.

Roy writes and lectures
extensively on licensing and
provides training for local
authorities and others. He is
based at St John’s Chambers,
Bristol.

He is a consulting editor to “Paterson’s
Licensing Acts” and author of
Licensing and Gambling Practice
Notes published by LexisNexis.
David is a Director of the IoL and
Chairman of the East Midlands
Region. He is a member of the
national Board of BBN, LexisPSL
consulting editorial board and the
regional council of the BII.

Page 13 of 23

updated
05/11/2021

Andy Mahoney
MBE

Ewen Macgregor

24x7 Group

TLT LLP

Ewen is a solicitor advocate
specialising in alcohol and gambling
licensing. Ewen represents a wide
range of multi-site and independent
leisure and retail operators across
England, Wales and Scotland.

Andy is Managing Director of the 24x7
Group. The group holds licenses for
Private Hire, sale of Alcohol, Marriage
ceremony, personal license and
premises license for Music festivals at
Little Easton Manor. A Fellow of the
Chartered Institute of Transport of
Logistics. Andy has been in the motor
transport business since 1984 starting
the business with only 2 taxis, later a
courier service and built a 64 strong
coach fleet.

Ewen has appeared before numerous
licensing committees and boards
across the country representing
clients’ interests, and has also
assisted clients in dealing with local
and national regulatory authorities.
He also advises on due diligence
matters arising out of the acquisition
or sale of licensed premises. He also
spent 7 years as in house Counsel at
the Gala Coral Group at a time when
the Gambling Act 2005 was
introduced

24x7 specializes in special needs
passenger transport and transports in
excess of 4,500 children with special
needs to and from school daily on
behalf of 17 council authorities. 24x7
group hold the sole Private Hire
concession at Stansted airport and
own a fleet of 1,700 passenger cars
and completed 2,173,000 passenger
journeys last year. The company
operates under Private Hire licenses
and a Public Service Operator’s
license issued by VOSA. Employing in
excess of 2,000 staff plus some 200
self employed drivers.

Ewen is recognised as a leader in his
field by both Chambers UK and Legal
500.
Ewen is a member of the Institute of
Licensing and the Gambling Industry
Lawyers Working Group, and is a
regular speaker at events relating to
alcohol and gambling licensing.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Emma McClarkin

Steve McNamara

British Beer and Pub
Association

Licensed Taxi Drivers
Association

Emma McClarkin was appointed Chief
Executive of the BBPA in 2019.

Steve is general secretary of the
Licensed Taxi Driver Association.

In her role she leads the BBPA as it
champions the issues that matter to
the beer and pub industry. These are
causes members of the BBPA are
passionate about; ranging from
promoting beer as the nation’s drink
of choice, to campaigning against
increases to beer duty and business
rates that are so damaging to
community pubs.

LTDA provides services to taxi
drivers, including legal
representation, tax investigations,
leisure discounts, and sickness
schemes for member drivers in
the UK.

Prior to joining the BBPA, Emma
served as a Member of the European
Parliament for the East Midlands for
10 years. A true beer lover, during this
time she also served as Vice President
of the European Parliament Beer Club
as well. In addition to this, she has
also held posts including Chairman of
the Commonwealth Forum and
Director of Global Policy for the Sports
Integrity Global Alliance. She is
currently a Special Advisory Board
Member at the Commonwealth
Enterprise and Investment Council
and a Director of the Ivors Academy.
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Ojay McDonald

Helen Matthews

Association of Town
and City Management

CYP First

Helen Matthews is Managing
Director of CYP First and has 18
years firsthand experience of
working with CSE survivors and is
now the CEO of Street Teams, a
Charity creatively responding to
all aspects of exploitation,
Parents and siblings, transition,
missing, radicalisation, BAME
community engagement, faith
sector CSE engagement, B & YM,
children over exposed to
pornography

Ojay McDonald is the Chief
Executive of the Association of
Town & City Management. He
works with Government
Ministers, parliamentarians,
economic development
professionals, business leaders
and place-makers across the UK
and Ireland to support town and
city centres. He works on a range
of policy issues including tax
reform, local government finance,
the EU and UN Urban Agenda,
devolution, the Northern
Powerhouse, transport, housing,
planning, retail and urban
regeneration.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Stephen
McGowan

Andrew Misell

TLT

Alcohol Change UK

Stephen McGowan is Partner and
Head of Licensing (Scotland) at TLT
LLP. A renowned expert in Scottish
licensing law and a familiar face at
the IoL NTC, Stephen is the former
Chairman of the Scottish IoL region,
and a current Trustee on the IoL
board.

Andrew Misell is Director for
Wales at Alcohol Change UK and
has led the development of the
charity’s work in Wales since
2009. His main areas of interest
include access to support for the
most vulnerable and chaotic
drinkers; the interface between
alcohol and mental health issues
such as self-harm and disordered
eating; and the growth of the
alcohol-free drinks market.

Stephen is the author of the recently
published “McGowan on Alcohol
Licensing Law in Scotland”, the now
leading textbook on alcohol licensing
in Scotland (2021, and regularly
contributes to the Journal of the IoL.
He is accredited by the Law Society
of Scotland as a specialist in Liquor
Licensing. At the Scottish Legal
Awards in September 2021, his team
at TLT won the “Client Care Award”
for their support of the hospitality
sector through the pandemic.
Stephen has appeared at virtually
every licensing board in Scotland
over many years and his clients
include Sainsburys, Celtic FC, Rangers
FC, Greene King, Tennents, Eden Mill
Distillery, the NTIA, and many more.

Page 15 of 23

updated
05/11/2021

Dave Moore

Jo Moran

Devon & Cornwall
Constabulary

Wirral Council

Joanne is a Licensing Enforcement
Officer with Wirral Borough
Council.

Dave has been a police officer with
Devon and Cornwall Police for over
26 years. His roles have included
Response, Local Policing,
Investigation and personal
development officer, training and
assessing officers on the street.

Joanne served with Merseyside
Police for 30 years in a variety of
roles including Uniform, CID and
Covert Policing. Prior to her
retirement from the Force, she
had responsivities for
coordinating and promoting a
problem-solving response from
the agencies and the local
Police. As a result of this work,
she was runner up in 2017 for the
prestigious Jeremy Allen
award. Throughout the past 2
years Joanne has been
undertaking a role as a Licensing
Enforcement Officer with Wirral
Council. This time has been
particularly challenging as she
was one of the team supporting
the hospitality trade in
implementing COVID 19
restrictions.

Dave has been a sergeant for 15
years, serving as a custody officer
and a licensing sergeant covering
Plymouth and Cornwall for the last
4 ½ years.
In 2019 Dave launched a trial into
drink spiking in Plymouth, yielding
interesting results to give an
evidence base for the working
practice and scheme which was
rolled out across the whole of
Devon and Cornwall this year.
In 2018, Dave received the
Plymouth Police Mayflower
Memorial Award for his partnership
working within the city yielding
positive results in the ENTE.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Kate Nicholls
OBE

Kelly Moss

UK Hospitality

WSTA

Kate Nicholls is CEO of
UKHospitality, having previously
worked as CEO and Strategic Affairs
Director of the ALMR. In July 2019,
Kate was appointed Chair of the
Tourism Alliance. Kate is also Chair
of Mayor of London’s Nighttime
Commission and a member of the
Events Industry Board, London Food
Board, Tourism Industry Council,
Cultural Cities Enquiry, London &
Partners Members Group and the
Advisory Board for the Institute for
Industrial Strategy.

As Head of Compliance at the
WSTA Kelly deals with compliance
and food regulatory matters. She
advises members on labelling and
license to operate issues and acts
as the lead contact for the WSTA’s
two Primary Authority
partnerships. Kelly is also
responsible for the WSTA’s
compliance with the General Data
Protection Regulation. Her role
includes acting as secretariat to
the Retail of Alcohol Standards
Group, The British Wine and
Made Wine Producers Committee
and the WSTA’s Low and No
Working Group. Kelly’s
background is as a Trading
Standards Officer, and she
enjoyed running her own Food
Labelling Consultancy business
prior to joining the WSTA in 2017.

After gaining a degree in English
and a post-graduate diploma in
competition law, Kate worked as a
researcher in the House of
Commons and European Parliament
before joining Whitbread as
Government Relations Manager, in
1993. Kate was Director at one of
the largest independent public
affairs companies, working with a
number of hospitality, retail and
leisure accounts before establishing
her own strategic communications
consultancy in 2000.
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Clive Noblett

Sylvia Oates

Gambling Commission

Six Till Six

One of the three senior
compliance managers at the
Gambling Commission, Clive
works from his home in Horsham,
West Sussex.

Sylvia is the director of Six Till Six,
that specialises in working with
towns, cities and businesses to
help create safer, more attractive
and vibrant places for people to
visit and enjoy at night. The
company runs the national Best
Bar None accreditation scheme
and has worked with or alongside
many other partnership initiatives
such Purple Flag, Pubwatch and
Business Improvement Districts.

Clive spent 30 years with the
Metropolitan Police, retiring in
2007 when he joined the
Gambling Commission.
He has national responsibility for
Shared Regulation (working with
Local Authorities), Poker, and
Entertainment Bingo (Bongo
Bingo, Bingo Lingo).

Sylvia has worked in night time
economy management for over
12 years and the leisure/licensed
sector for 22 years. She loves
working in and with the
hospitality industry and believes
passionately in the power of
partnership working.

Clive has had a number of roles
since joining the Gambling
Commission, including:
•

Compliance Manager 2 years

•

Investigation Manager – 15
months

•

Regional Compliance Manager
– 4 years

•

Senior Manager Compliance –
6 years.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Margaret
O’Donnell

Jeremy Phillips
QC

Wirral Council

Francis Taylor Building
Jeremy is a licensing silk who uniquely
combines the highest levels of
academic ability and advocacy at the
Bar following an equally successful
career in leading licensing and
international law firms.

Margaret has worked in regulation for
over 30 years, spending her first 20
years in Trading Standards. She has
always sought to be innovative and
forward thinking in how to protect the
public and support businesses. This
has involved identifying and working
with partner agencies in order to
achieve the best results. Some of this
work has been recognised through a
commendation from the Chief
Constable of Merseyside Police for
partnership working to prevent Child
Sexual Exploitation. In 2019
Margaret was runner up for the
Jeremy Allen Award following her
nomination based on leadership and
mentoring along with her
achievements in Wirral which
included a case where a whole street
of licensed premises in her area were
contributing to its social decline.
Margaret championed the area,
convincing the local Police and other
services such as public health, to
commit resources to addressing the
issues.

Having addressed issues of individuals'
fitness and propriety for more than
four decades in numerous important
Taxi, Gambling, Alcohol and
Entertainment cases in the UK &
overseas, he has now brought that
experience to a wide range of
professional and sporting Disciplinary
arenas.
Jeremy sits on Disciplinary and Conduct
Panels and the Sports Resolutions'
Mediation & Development Arbitration
Panels. He is Head of FTB’s Arbitrators
& Mediators Panel.
Jeremy is a Tier 1 Environmental Silk,
having represented the EA, HSE, and
local authorities as well as companies
in inquests and prosecutions
concerning a range of serious offences
raising due diligence and criminal
confiscation issues.
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Matthew Phipps

Hardish Purewal

TLT LLP

Tesco

Matthew is a Trustee (and
Companion) of the British Institute of
Inn Keeping, legal officer for the
Welsh region of the Institute of
Licensing and former secretary to the
All-Party Welsh Assembly Food and
Drink group.

Hardish has a wealth of retail
experience and has worked in a
number of areas over 26 years
with Tesco. In the last 13 years, as
Licensing Manager, she has
overseen the legal aspects of
alcohol licensing. This involves all
aspects of alcohol retailing from
training for the 280,000 UK staff
to compliance and working with
the external bodies.

Matthew is recognised as a "Star
Individual" by Chambers UK and is
recognised within the Legal 500's Hall
of Fame. TLT act for substantial
estates, pub companies, hotels, music
festivals, restaurants, retailers,
developers and other leisure
operators, as well as local authorities.
Matthew is a regular speaker at
national licensing conferences and has
presented at the IoL National Training
Conference, as well as numerous
other events, to local authority
officers and other key stakeholders,
for many years.

Hardish is the Chair of the Retail
of Alcohol Standards Group,
works closely with enforcement
authorities and has built excellent
relationships through partnership
working.

Matthew has presented and defended
many hundreds of applications before
local licensing authorities and
Magistrates Courts

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
James Rankin

Asitha Ranatunga

Francis Taylor Building

Cornerstone Barristers

James has over 35 years’ experience
in licensing. Chambers and Partners
has rated him as a starred junior for
over 10 years. He appears up and
down the country on behalf of
applicants, and objectors and
appellants from local authority
decisions. A true "independent", he
also represents the police and local
authorities on reviews of licences and
on appeals. He has successfully
worked recently with West Midlands
Police in a heavily opposed closure
order for Europe’s largest shisha
lounge in Birmingham. He appeared
for the Commissioner of the
Metropolitan Police on the successful
review of Opium Nightclub in Soho.
He has extensive Betting and Gaming
experience and advises on Internet
gaming, together with lotteries and
competitions and firearms and taxi
regulation. He has been involved in
many of the leading judicial review
cases. He was briefed by The LGA in
Hemming and has licensed several
large music festivals.

Asitha's expertise in Licensing
takes him across the country
acting both for the trade and
Local Authorities. He has
substantial magistrates' court
experience of defending licensing
authority decisions on appeal,
and appears regularly for the
trade both before licensing subcommittees and on appeal for all
types of premises (pubs, clubs,
off-licences, academic
institutions). He is principally
involved in alcohol and public
entertainment matters under the
Licensing Act 2003, and also in
taxi and gambling litigation.
Asitha has frequently sat as legal
advisor and represented the
licensing authority before
Licensing Sub-Committees. He is
appointed to the Metropolitan
Police's panel of Counsel.
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Peter Rogers

Ian Rudge

Peter is a Fellow of the Institute of
Acoustics, Member of the IoL, a
Chartered Engineer and a Registered
Expert Witness in the fields of Planning,
Nuisance and Licensing. Peter has over
25 years’ experience delivering noise
and vibration solutions on a wide
variety of projects, which spans a career
that began in Local Authority before
moving into consultancy. He specialises
in how building acoustics and
environmental sound, noise and
vibration control tackle technical
challenges within licensing and
planning, crossing the boundaries and
using acoustic design to make things
better for the future.

Ian joined the Met Police Service in
1987 aged 22yrs and subsequently
completed 30 years during which
time he was promoted to Sergeant
and commended for courage and
professionalism 6 times.

Sustainable Acoustics

Metropolitan Police

Ian joined Counter Terrorism Policing
in 2007 and achieved a Licentiateship
Award (Level 4 NVQ) in Counter
Terrorism Security Management. He
has extensive experience in
delivering protective security advice
and training across the UK and
overseas. In 2018, he was chosen to
complete a review of the
Governments Crowded Places Model
where he made 11 recommendations
all of which were accepted and
implemented.

He works as an expert in a numerous
cases in the planning, licensing and
nuisance arenas. He gave evidence to
the House of Lords Committee on the
review of the Licensing Act 2003 and
sits on the IoL and Home Office working
group looking at the need for guidance
related to Agent of Change, Soundscape
and the crossover between Licensing
and Planning.

Whilst a serving officer Ian obtained
some experience in licensing and has
since transferred those skills across
to the counter terrorism field and
use them to provide a high level of
service designed to protect those
who work and frequent licensed
premises.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Ken Scott MBE

Tim Shield

Sports Grounds Safety
Authority

John Gaunt & Partners

Ken Scott MBE has been the Head
of Inspectorate at the SGSA since
2016, having joined as an Inspector
in 2013. He was previously involved
in local government, including being
Chair of the Safety Advisory Group
for the English soccer team
Sunderland.

Soon after qualifying as a solicitor in
1992 Tim was drawn to the field of
licensing and has specialised ever
since. In 1999 he moved to John
Gaunt & Partners becoming a partner
a year later.
Although Tim is involved in all types
of licensing work, he is renowned for
the handling of many contentious
difficult reviews at problem
premises, where his thorough
preparation pays dividends on the
results that have been achieved on
behalf of his clients. As the head of
JG&P’s training department Tim
oversees the organisation of their
BIIAB accredited training both in
England & Wales and also Scotland.
Throughout the year Tim delivers
these courses to his clients around
the country.

He is the lead author of the
SGSA’s Guide to Safety at Sports
Grounds (Green Guide), used
around the world as the definitive
best practice guide for the
development and refurbishment of
stadia. He is also author of the
Supplementary Guide 02 (SG02)
Planning for Social Distancing at
Sport Grounds used around the
world in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Ken was a co-author of
the Football Stadia Improvement
Fund/ FLA Sports Ground and Stadia
Guide No 3 on Concourses and coauthor on the SGSA guide on
Alternative Uses of Sports Grounds.

As head of the gambling team within
JG&P Tim is involved in applications
for premises and operating licences
for a number of clients.
Tim is Chair of the North East Region
of the Institute of Licensing.
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Nina
SkomorowskiBrown

Brigid Simmonds
OBE
Betting & Gaming
Council

Department for
Transport

Brigid Simmonds is the Chairman of
the Betting and Gaming Council
which represents members who
operate betting shops, online
gambling and casinos. She was
previously Chief Executive of the
British Beer & Pub Association for
ten years which represented over
90% of the brewing industry and had
members who own over 20,000
pubs. Before this, Brigid was
previously Chief Executive of the
umbrella organisation Business in
Sport and Leisure (BISL), from 1992
to 2009, where she represented over
100 companies including many who
had gambling interests in betting,
bingo, casinos and amusement
machines.

Nina works in the Local Transport
Directorate in the Department for
Transport focusing on policy for
Taxi and Private Hire Vehicles with
a small but perfectly formed
team.
She is an experienced civil servant
and has worked in the
Department for around four
years. Nina is excited to be
attending the National Training
Conference as ‘this will be my first
opportunity to meet colleagues
across the sector in person rather
than via a computer screen’.
Outside of work Nina spends her
time and energy with her two
girls, constantly trying to
persuade them to go on nice
walks in the countryside rather
than just watching TV! She is
occasionally successful in her
efforts.

She is a Vice-President of the Sport
and Recreation Alliance and is also a
board member of the Tourism
Alliance. She is also a member of the
Government’s Future High Streets
Forum and is a former member of
the Responsible Gambling Trust. In
June 2006 she was awarded an OBE
for Services to Sport.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Mike Smith

Jonathan Smith

Guildford Borough
Council

Poppleston Allen

Jonathan has been a licensing
solicitor at Poppleston Allen since
1997. He was made partner in
2002, and succeeded founder
Jeremy Allen as managing partner
in 2006, a position he held until
2018.

Mike is the Licensing and
Community Safety Lead at
Guildford Borough Council, and
has been involved with two
recent pieces of taxi case law;
Simmonds vs the Crown Court at
Guildford where a hackney
carriage proprietor attempted to
challenge the Council’s taxi livery
policy by appealing the conditions
on their licence; and Rostron vs
Guildford Borough Council which
is the only known case relating to
taxi fares, where a hackney
carriage driver unsuccessfully
challenged a fare structure
calculated by an adopted
methodology.

Jonathan deals with new premises
licence applications, licence
variations, advice in relation to
mergers and acquisitions and
licensing review hearings and has
attended over 150 hearings. He was
involved in every Early Morning
Restriction Order (EMRO)
appearing as advocate for UKH.
This included the ‘death knells’ for
EMROs, the successful challenges
involving the London Borough of
Lambeth and Blackpool Council,
both after five day hearings.

Mike has been involved in
Licensing since 2013 after
working in Environmental Health
and the licensed trade. Mike is
also the vice chair and events coordinator of the IoL South East
Region and regular contributor to
IoL publications.

He holds 5 licensing qualifications
covering England, Wales and
Scotland. He regularly speaks at
conferences and seminars.
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Nicola Smith

Andy Thompson

Squire Patton Boggs

CYP First

Nicola specialises in regulatory
compliance, particularly around food
and drink. Her expertise is broad,
covering alcohol and entertainment
licensing, trading standards, food and
feed law, and general product
compliance, safety and recall. Nicola
also advises on road vehicle/driver
laws, including public inquiries before
traffic commissioners for goods
vehicle operator licences.

Andy Thompson is Managing
Director of CYP First and a
previous Registered Manager of
Ofsted rated Outstanding CSE
services. Passionate in his
delivery and care for children.
National trainer and speaker. 20
years within the residential sector
and speaks from the heart due to
being on the front line. Trainer in
Trauma, Stockholm Syndrome,
Behaviour Management, Physical
Intervention, Ofsted consultancy,
residential procedures,
responding and working with
survivors of Child Sexual
Exploitation and Child
Exploitation.

Nicola acts for a wide range of
businesses, from listed companies to
entrepreneurs, and she represents
clients in enforcement action,
including at interviews under caution,
as well as at hearings. She has
successfully represented clients at
numerous contested licence hearings
across the country, including for the
grant of licences in cumulative impact
zones (in the face of numerous
residential objections) and for
applications contested by the police.
She has also dealt with threatened
and actual licence reviews. Nicola has
particular experience in the hotel and
convenience retail sectors.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Stephen Turner

Alistair Turnham

Kingston upon Hull City
Council

MAKE Associates

Stephen is a solicitor specialising in
regulatory prosecutions and
licensing. He qualified in 1986 and
was in private practice before
moving into local government in
1994. Stephen is a past Chairman of
Solicitors in Local Government and
a past Chair and Branch Secretary
of the Yorkshire and the Humber
Branch of Lawyers in Local
Government. Currently he
represents the Branches on the
Board of LLG and is the Litigation
and Licensing SAA Deputy National
Lead (Licensing).

Alistair Turnham is the founder of
nighttime city experts MAKE
Associates. He has been creating
nighttime strategies for over 20
years. He helped develop the
Purple Flag accreditation scheme
‘for better cities at night’ and is a
former Special Adviser on the
nighttime economy to the UK
Government.
He is currently working on a
project for the Mayor of London
measuring the costs and benefits
of ‘later opening London’.

Stephen is also the Vice Chairman
of the North East Region of the IoL
and an Independent Trainer,
Lecturer, Consultant and
Mentor. Stephen chaired the
Institute of Licensing Working Party
responsible for the creation of the
Institute’s Guidance on determining
the suitability of applicants and
licensees in the hackney and private
hire trades (published April 2018).
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Sean Williams

Ben Williams
Kings Chambers

Blue Owl Events Ltd

Ben’s practice has a strong emphasis
on Regulatory Law and procedure
with a particular expertise in Health
and Safety and Environmental Law.
Increasingly Ben is asked to advise at
an early stage of investigation as well
as delivering specialist advice on best
practice within varied regulatory
fields. Recommended in the Legal
500 United Kingdom 2014 & 2015
editorial Northern Circuit regulatory, health and safety, and
licensing

Sean is a retired Police Chief
Inspector. He has been proactive in
licensing since 2004, leading on early
police involvement in the ‘new’
Licensing Act. This work included
setting up applications scrutiny, early
hearings and representations. This
work led to Sean being invited to be
the first police regional director for
the IOL, a role which he enjoyed for
several years.
When Sean became a Police Events
Commander he used that licensing
experience in setting police responses
to major events including music
festivals, sporting events and the
Olympic Torch Relay.

He regularly prosecutes and defends
Health and Safety and Trading
Standards matters throughout the
country and is experienced in
abatement notices including
statutory appeals against such
notices.

Since retiring from the police in 2017
Sean has worked in the music festival
business providing licensing, event
management and planning,
safeguarding, and incident
management support. This has been
undertaken in a shrinking world of
Responsible Authorities capacities and
input, and a challenge not to become
a ‘gamekeeper turned poacher’!

Ben has a keen interest in Coroner's
Court Inquests and Licensing matters
including Taxi licensing and public
entertainment licensing. He advises
Local Authorities in respect of policy
implementation and enforcement.

#NTC21 Speaker Profiles
Mike Wood MP

Clive Wood

Chair of the All Party
Parliamentary Beer
Group

Guide Dogs

Clive has worked within various
roles in the voluntary sector for
the last 18 years, predominantly
within organisation representing
disabled people. Clive has been a
member of numerous
government and industry
disability advisory groups
including transport and social
care. In recent years he has
worked with several local
authority licensing teams to
implement taxi ‘sample
purchasing’ exercises. Clive has
been a guide dog owner since
1992. Winnie is his current guide
dog, a Labrador.

Mike Wood MP is a
British Conservative
Party politician. He has been
the Member of Parliament (MP)
for Dudley South since May 2015.
He is currently chair of the All
Party Parliamentary Beer Group.
The All-Party Parliamentary Beer
Group was set up in 1993 and has
a membership of over 350 MPs
and Peers. The Beer Group’s
objectives are to broaden
recognition of the enormous
contribution of brewing and pubs
to the UK economy from grain to
glass – and to celebrate the
unique role that beer and pubs
play in our society.
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Mark
Worthington

Paul Wright

National Pubwatch

Stonegate

Mark is an experienced licensing
consultant. He retired from
Northamptonshire Police in 2014,
having served as the County
Licensing Sergeant. He became
involved in licensing work in 1996,
specialising in licensing since 2005.

Paul is Director of Licensing at
Stonegate Pub Company Limited.
Originally formed in 2010 with
333 pubs, Stonegate Group is
now the largest pub company in
the UK following 12 major
acquisitions.

Mark was a member of the ACPO
(now NPCC) Licensing Advisory
Group, providing technical advice
and support to ACPO on licensing
issues.

The group’s portfolio is now
home to over 4,500 sites which
range from Leased & Tenanted to
Managed.

He has sat on a number of Home
Office technical groups consulting on
legislative changes. Mark has been a
speaker at conferences and seminars
locally, nationally and internationally.
He has been a committee member
with National Pubwatch since 2005.
The policies he developed for his
local scheme in Northampton have
been sanitised and updated by
National Pubwatch and now form
the basis of policies throughout the
country.
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Steve Wright
MBE

Joel Young

The Licensed Private Hire
Car Association

Guide Dogs

Steve has been involved since the
early seventies in Private Hire as a
driver, operator and industry
campaigner.

Joel is dedicated to enhancing
accessibility and inclusion for all. Joel
has twelve years of experience
working in the Charity sector, ten
years at Guide Dogs, and personal
lived experience of being registered
blind. He has a great understanding
of the challenges that people who are
blind / partially sighted or, live with
other disabilities can face.

After 25 years of campaigning with
Diana Lamplugh OBE of the Suzy
Lamplugh Trust, in 1998 the Private
Hire Vehicles (London) Act reached
the statute and Steve was awarded an
MBE for his services to Transport in
London.

Currently as an Access Information
and Empowerment Officer he works
nationally to support, educate and,
empower people with guide dogs to
raise awareness of their access rights
and challenge service providers where
they have faced access refusals or
potential discrimination. Joel is
committed to educating service
providers about their responsibilities
under the Equality Act and also
helping to find practical solutions
where this is a challenge.

He has worked on many projects
involving transport provision with
Government (both local and national)
and was a primary stakeholder for the
Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and
the Law Commission at the beginning
of the decade. He served an 8-year
tenure on the Transport for London
Board as the PHV trade representative
until 2016.
Steve was appointed to the
government’s Taxi & Private Hire Task
and Finish Group – Chaired by
Professor Mohammed Abdel-Haq that
culminated in the government’s
National Standards.
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